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GUARDS BUNGLE BECKER'S EXECUTION
. “I AM INNOCENT,” HE DECLARES, DYING!

BEOKER'S COUNGEL DEMAND
THAT WHITMAN NAME MEN
| HE ASSERTS SHARED GRAFT

DEFIANT GAMBLING
PLACE I3 FINALLY
RAIDED BY POLICE

S S—
Costigan’s Squad Breaks in
Doors of House Exposed by
Evening World.

Angered by Statement Thatl
Martin T. Manton Revealed
Identities to Him.

TELEGRAPHS GOVERNOR

Cockran Will Not Engage in
Controversy “With Man
Who Traduces the Dead.”

Both Martin T. Manton and W.
Bourke Cockran of counsel for Beoker
to-day denmnded that Gov, Whitman
furnish the names of five men with
whom Beokeér In sald to have divided
hia graft collec: in the Tender.
loin.

As soon as he read In The WorM
to-day that Gov, Whitman had au-
thorized the statement that Mr. Man-
ton had furnished him these names
Mr. Manton msent this wire to the
Chief Executive:

“To the Hon. Charles 8. Whitman,
Exscutive Mansion, Albany:
“The World in a despateh from

Albany reports you as saying “To

Becker’s denial that he had agreed

to make revelations of grafting

the Governor said Martin T. Man-
ton had given him a statement
eontaining the names of five men,
two dead and three living, whe
wers implicats in the grafting.'
“Did you make this statement

or authorize 7 Answer prepaid.
“MARTIN T. MANTON."

*1 shall have nothing to say now"
My, Manton sald In making lhom
of the measage public. “I shall await
the OGovernor's answer to my lele-
I ‘mn

Mr. Cockran, when aaked about Gov.
Whitman's statement, at fArst ex-
claimed:

*I will not enguge In any ocontro-
wversy with & man who traduces the
dead.

Lieut. Daniel Coatigan, at the head
of a squad of policemen, nttacked the
Flower and Feather BSBooial Benefit
Club rooma at Nea. 1T4 Bixth Avenue
at 346 o'clock this afterncon. This s
the establishment In whioh an Eve-
ning World reporter found opsn gam-
bling on the horme races and with dice
Roing on Wedneaday afternoon, as
published yesterday.

Jacob Luban, formerly s witness
againat Becker, posed as Prestdent of
the go-called club, and “Dollar John*
Langer, or Langerman, was under-
stood to be its financial backer.

Costigan's men used ladders, axes
and crowbars in entering the rooms,
They had no warrants, Costigan sald
that the raid waa conducted on gen-
eral information and the certainty
that evidence justifying It would be
found when the police broke In.

Gostigan himself singled out Luban
among the fAifty men who were unable
to escape when the “lcebox" doors
crashed down and the ladder men be-
hgnn climbing In the front windows.

“'You have besn golng around say-
ing you had police protection,”
shouted Costigan, draggping Luban
into the centre of the room.

“No, no, I haven't,” yowled Luban.
“No, that ain't so. [ never sald no
such thing., It'e a la"

“"Well," growled Costigan,
Costigan and you have no protection

“I'm Dan

Policeman Who Died in Chair in Sing Sing To-Day;
Witnesses of Execution Entering the Death House

WITNESSES GOING TQ THR DEATH HMouss
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Three Shocks chuifed to Kill the

Policeman in Sing Sing—Priests

Declare He Protested Inno-
cence to the Last.

PHOTOGRAPH OF HIS WIFE
ON BREAST AS HE DIES
By Martin Green. R

* (Bpecial Btaf! Correspondent of The Evening Werld) ;
OSSINING, N. Y., July 30.—Charles Becker was killed ".
.| by electricity in the death house of Sing Sing Prison at !‘
o'clock this morning.

His execution was a bungled job.

Possibly because Becker was such an Important victim
the guards became excited in fastening him in the chalr.

A strap which should have bound his body rigidly against
the back of the chair was left unfastened.

At the first shock of the electric current his body slumped

down and the electrode resting on the back of his shaven
head slipped forward over his forehead and temples which

were terribly burned.

by Deputy Warden Johnson, who said that Becker would not repeat it from

me.
innocence of the foul crime for which | must die.
lives of the innocent,

that ever lived—Helen Becker.
to go. Amen!
Besides his written statement, Becker made another just ‘before he went

the chair,

to the chair.

“I1 AM INNOCENT,” SAYS BECKER
IN WRITTEN DYING STATEMENT

Charles Becker wrote the following, which he styled “My Dying Statement.”

It was read to the newspaper men at 4,30 A. M.

“Gentlemen: | stand before you in my whole senses, knowing that no power on earth can save me from the grave that is to receive
On the face of that, in the teeth of those who condemn me and in the presence of my God and your God, 1 proclaim my absolute
You are now about to witness my destruction by the State, which is organized to protect the
May Almighty God pardon every one who has contributed in any degree to my untimely death.
“And now on the brink of my grave, | declare to the world that | am proud to have been the husband of the purest, noblest woman

This acknowledgment is the only legacy 1 can leave her, | bid you all goodby. Father, | am ready

CHARLES BECKER."

I am sacrificed for my friends."

ul

It was a verbal message 1o Father Curry, with
the request that the priest convey it to the world. With the prospect of only a few minutes of life remaining Becker said:
by deed or conspiracy or any other way of the death of Herman Rosenthal,
L

am not guilty

7

For the two succeeding shocks, which were
to end the last trace of life, the straps and the electrode
were readjusted. o

The mishap did not interfere with the speed of Becker's
death.

Becker walked to the chair a badly frightened man. From
the time he entered the death chamber until the olectsic
current cut off his volce in the middle of a supplicationte
his Maker, he repeated without pause the responsss & «
prayers uttered by Father Cashin, the prison physician ﬂ
Father Curry, his close personal friends, '

Ten minutes were required legally to kill Becker.

Becker, in the quiet of the death house, last
wrote out a statement which he purposed to read
standing In front of the electric chair. Dr. Farr, the
physician, Deputy Warden Johnson and the priests M
not hear of his attempting to utter a final message. 'lh
feared emotion might cause a breakdown in his hltlluh
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TWO PRIESTS DECLARE ||
BECKER WENTTO CHAIR
WITHOUT CONFESSING.

Y, July 3o

—

stolid spirit.

Father Cashin with almost hypnotic suggestion kept
#Jesus, Mary and Joseph,” leaning with eyes fastened on his face.
| Curry, an old man, sympathetic and full of affection for Becker, stood :
back, and when he saw a sign of wavering in the responses of the ‘
in the chair, joined in the prayers.

:r:« hnr‘-lllr--l an :1'.1.."-.-;”‘ wan, I’n Becker went to his death with a photograph of his wife pinned b
W aplinlon o ritug nd-
‘.1,..,,? Faihors Curry nod (nshin | his shirt over his heart. This photograph was the last of his
okrom  your exporienca | with || possessions, the sole remaining object in his cell outside of his cot, afier
was anked, “lan't 1t your helief || he had given away his books to others in the death house, his fountain
}.'.’,‘.f,.,.“,,f”.';l,..’ it e e 575 | pen to Deputy Warden Johnson and some trinkets to the death-houss
"lu; =l|ri-'tll-_l‘).' |l““l|| Pl utr Il"'- IM:CPEI':- He carried a crucifix as he walked to the chair,
spanded sty i Cuhfagsala |
L Ratuss The L s The prison ofcials, all of whom had grown to like Becker and
been givon e I'\--r ru!nmlulnml of whom belleved In his Innocence, were auxious to be mrnm with M
his Innocapes 1o the e
i Curry it o, i, || Srictome sk 40 soon we puselbe The atcestion hus bees e the 848
aftar woa hd administored Lthe o'clock an ve L] ur 6 W cascs were Ay
:“i{*'l:‘*_‘“:j;"' o {\1"‘_# :fl“" . wulity !uomblnd and lined up for the march to the death chamber.
l1l:-r u""‘ll\';::u-;nr of HII:I l:-r‘i’lll:-'!':“. | “‘;“ a :':l“u:'u] murnlnl':h ’::’:c‘, Ul?lld: uo.rd acrosa the ..’ and
"Heckor answersd: C‘Fathor, as birds chatlere ) the trees on Lhe overlooking the prison yard. Masges
}oatand oi the brink of the grave. || o¢ gerantums dotted the green lawn that runs up to the brick wall whish
\ i J| hides the death house and the execution chamber from the view of the
- outside world.
HAMILTON RESULTS. The prison dog, a friendly little fellow, scampered about the feet of
'mrw..:i“' P ;—a-‘vn A e TR A the witnesses, pawing at thelr shoes and looking disappolntment when
Viaime, 108 (Aetaa? 4 10 'V evess st 3 to 5 | they falled to stop and pat his head. They falled to notice his “M
'.',:.'" it ot :".'r.'h'r',.' o8 (ke '.'| tor the prospect of seelng & blg strong man wiped out of the world in the
AR "‘ ,k,,,‘,w‘:';;; LSS twinkllng of an eve centred thelr minds on the brick wall and whas
nn.;-rl ll“-, fll" L Faka o 1";‘" (thy 1:»:::-”&; beyond
Rt b Nl e "__‘”n' Us ineunl, | A new executlon chamber has been bullt at Sing Sing. It m
(Taphint, 14 W ", ‘, A ',,'_‘ L, jhird, Tiuwe ) old room where so many murderers bave paid the penalty of thelr
B0 e | This old room has been made an aonex of the death house, and
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/i "r'.j.',. g “Your way lles past the window of Becker's cell”
L Teehae’ 3t was a solgmn vissged lot of men that walked down the sl

cell was In there, .
“Walk softly and do not talk as you pass down the line w
exscullon ohamber,” warned Warden Johnaon.




